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THE PARISHES OF HELSTON & WENDRON 
 

 

Team Rector   Canon David Miller, St Michael’s Rectory 

     Church Lane, Helston, (572516) 

       email millerourrectory@googlemail.com 

Asst Priest    Revd. Dorothy Noakes, 6 Tenderah Road, 

     Helston (573239) 

Reader [Helston]  Mrs. Betty Booker 6, Brook Close, 

     Helston (562705) 
 

ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH, HELSTON 
 

Churchwardens            Mr John Boase  11,Cross Street, Helston TR13 8NQ 

                                      (01326 573200) 

                                       Mr Peter Jewell, 47 Saracen Way Penryn (01326 376948) 

 Organist    Mr Richard Berry 

Treasurer            Mrs Nicola Boase 11 Cross Street, Helston TR13 8NQ 

     01326 573200 

PCC Secretary           Mrs Amanda Pyers 
 

 

ST WENDRONA’S CHURCH, WENDRON 
 

Churchwardens           Mrs. Anne Veneear, 4 Tenderah Road, Helston 

     (569328) 

    Mr. Bevan Osborne, East Holme, Ashton,  

    TR13 9DS (01736 762349) 

Organist   Mrs. Anne Veneear, -as above. 

Treasurer           Mr Bevan Osborne, - as above 

PCC Secretary          Mrs. Henrietta Sandford, Trelubbas Cottage,    

                    Lowertown, Helston TR13 0BU (565297) 
 

********************************************* 

 

Clergy Rest Days;    Revd. David Miller  Friday 

     Revd. Dorothy Noakes Thursday 

            Betty Booker  Friday 
     

               (Please try to respect this) 
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                                     The Rectory, 

                                      Church  Lane   

                                          Helston   

                                         December/January                                                    

Dear Everyone, 

   

Advent approaches 

 

The most obvious feature of the Advent season, this year beginning on 

Sunday December 2nd, is that it is a time of preparation. 

For many of us Advent is so much a time of preparation with lists of 

food and presents to buy, cards to write, events to attend, that it leaves 

little time for anything else. 

And this lack of opportunity to do anything else can sometimes mean 

that we miss out on the spiritual preparation we should all be making at 

the start of the new Christian year. 
 

How do we carve out space, an oasis of quiet, in the midst of the hurley 

burley of the market-place? Here are three possible approaches: 

Firstly finding a period of time, usually where possible the same period 

of time each day, even if it is a very short period of time, when you can 

be still and prayerful before God, is good for your soul. 

It is the regularity of your prayer, having time each day that is very 

important. 
 

Secondly we need to find time for others. The Children’s Society and the 

Fishermen’s Mission are two charities we will be supporting this 

Advent. It is wonderful that the Fishermen’s Mission has a charity shop 

in Helston and St Michael’s is hosting their Christmas tree festival from 

December 4th onwards. Volunteers to help steward the festival will be 

appreciated. We give thanks for those whose lives are hard and for 

those who help look after them, whether fishermen, children or anyone 

else in need. 

Thirdly we need to connect and reconnect with the Christmas story, the 
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 coming or advent of Jesus that we long for throughout the Advent 

season. Who is Christ whose name echoes through the ages? In the 

words of a famous carol, the answer is that he is Emmanuel, which 

means God with us, with our families and our world. Jesus still brings 

his message of peace to a world where there has been 2000 years of 

wrong. 
 

May I wish you a positive Advent where you look inwards to the needs 

of your soul, outwards to the needs of others and upwards to the God 

who seeks to bring you, in Jesus, joy and peace. 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Canon David Miller 

 

     
 

 

Services at St Michael’s 
 

1st Sunday  8.00  Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.30 All-age Worship with Holy Communion 

2nd-5th Sunday  8.00  Holy Communion (BCP) 

9.30  Parish Communion(CW) 

Monday to Thursday  9.00  Morning Prayer 

Thursday  9.30 Holy Communion 

        Evening & other Services:-as advertised in  the Pew- slip 
 

 

 

 

Services at Wendron 
 

1st Sunday 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion (CW) 

2nd Sunday 10.30a.m Morning Worship 

3rd- 5th Sunday 10.30a.m Holy Communion (CW) 

Other Services:-as announced in  the Sunday Pew-slip 
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Special Services etc at St Michael’s  for Advent & Christmas 

Tues 4th- Sat 8th December- Christmas Tree Festival organised by the 

Fishermen’s Mission including a concert at 7.30pm on Friday 7th. 

December 8th. Evening Parish Party- time to be arranged 

       “      11th Parc Eglos School Christmas Service in church- time TBA 

       “      15th 11am. Puffins Nursery Christmas Service  

       “      18th 6.30pm. St Michael’s School Key Stage 2 Carol Service 

       “      19th 7pm. Helston College Carol service 

       “      24th 5.30 pm Christingle service 

                       11,30pm Christmas Midnight Mass & blessing of crib 

       “     25th 10am. Family service with Communion 

 
 

Special Services at Wendron (so far arranged) 

December 9th 10.30am. Christingle service at Wendron School 

      “        17th  Wendron School Carol service at Wendron School 

Other services will be arranged around the ongoing major repair work 

to the church. It is very unlikely that there will be a full complement of 

special services at Wendron  
 

 

Flag days for December/January 
 

             December 25th ………..Christmas Day 

                    “        26th ………..St Stephen 

                    “        27th ………..St John 

                    “        28th ………..Holy Innocents 

              January   1st …………New Years Day 

                    “         6th …………Epiphany 

                    “        25th ………..Conversion of St Paul 
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The Registers  

Helston                                                          Wendron 
 

Baptisms  “May they evermore dwell in Him & He in them” 

Oscar Peter Hogan Trounson              Macie Sylvia Gilbert 

Bodli Thomas George Bray 

Weddings  “ May their hearts be filled with Heavenly joy” 
 

Johnathon Rowley - Hayley Curtis        John David Wearne-Libby Cross 

                                                               Daniel George Miners- 

                                                                                         Kaylie Devenish 
 

Funerals “May they Rest in Peace  & Rise in Glory” 
 

Ellen Winifred Jewell ( Nellie)                        Nil                    

Frederick James Pascoe 

Elizabeth Mary Pascoe 

Burial of ashes – 

Kay Bolton  
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In Memoriam- WW1 victims - 100 years ago 

                         Greater love hath no man than these 

That  men lay down their lives for their friends. 

 

Vyvian Thomas Trethowan Died 30/12/1918 Aged 33 

 Sapper, No1 Air Line Section, Royal Engineers 
 

 

As with all the local WW1 Service personnel who gave their lives in 

WW1, the St Michael’s Church bell will toll 100 times at 11am on the 

anniversary of their deaths 

 

************************* 

 

Just a thought. 

A long time ago two young men were walking down an unmade Italian 

road. One of them picked up a pebble and threw it with all his might at 

a boulder on the roadside. His friend protested proclaiming that it was 

not just any boulder but that there was an angel inside waiting to be 

seen. Not surprisingly, the one who had thrown the pebble scoffed at the 

very idea. Years later his friend brought him to his 

sculptor’s workshop to unveil the product of his 

hard work. The young man’s name was 

Michelangelo. After years of careful sculpting he 

had released the angel from the boulder.  

Sometimes it is a long and laborious process to 

realise the good that is inside. So when we struggle 

to see the goodness inside, or even to believe that it 

is there, may we pray for a clearer vision. 
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Are you willing to join 

The Friends of St Michael’s 500 Club? 

This is a monthly draw, 

Participants pay £5 per month 

 and 20% of the income is paid out in prizes 

The remainder goes into the church building fund 

   If you are willing to join please contact 

the treasurer Nicola Boase  01326 573200   

 

 

 

St Michael’s Christmas Fair 

Saturday 24th November 

10am onwards 

All the usual stalls & refreshments 

to be held in the Andrew Hall 

Come and buy your Christmas presents 

All Welcome 
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Helston & Wendron 

Wave of Prayer 

Truro Diocese 24th Sept 18 

Mary Sumner’s Personal Prayer 

All this day, O Lord, let me touch as many 

lives as possible for thee: and every life I 

touch, do thou by thy spirit quicken, 

whether through the word I speak, the 

prayer I breathe, or the life I live. Amen 

Our Annual Wave of Prayer Service was 

held at Wendron Church on Thursday 24th 

September, giving us the chance to pray for the work of the world 

wide Mothers’ Union, its aims & objectives & for our Link 

Dioceses, Makamba Burundi, North Karamaria Uganda, Lokoria 

Nigeria,  & Tirumelvel India, with readings & the lighting of 

candles. 

Our thoughts & prayers were for the thousands who are dying 

from hunger & disease each day, teaching us to value people 

more than things & to share the bounty of the world’s harvest 

more fairly. Following in the footsteps of our founder, Mary 

Sumner  we said her personal prayer & after singing our favourite 

hymns, we travelled to Whealdream for the much enjoyed lunch 

& coffee with lots of happy chatter and “catch-ups”.  - Kath Oliver                

(Mary Sumner, a clergyman’s wife, founded the MU in 1876, She 

wanted to create an organisation for women that brought together rich 

& poor to build a network that would support mothers of all kinds as 

they brought up their families. She is buried in the graveyard of 

Winchester Cathedral. With a worldwide membership of many 

thousands, the Mothers’ Union Patron is HM The Queen.) 
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Crossword 
Answers Page 27 

 
 
 
Across  
1 ..who has died a _______    
 death (Num 19.16) (7) 
5 Bent the body, like Moses in 
 Exodus ch. 34 (5) 
8 Father of James and John in 
 Mathew ch. 4 (7) 
9 Drink made from apples (5) 
10 In Genesis ch. 7 it fell for forty      
 days (4) 
11 King of Israel renowned for his 
 wisdom (7) 
14 Weight equal to 60 minas (6) 
16 1 Peter ch. 3 describes a wife as such a partner (6) 
18 What the fishermen were doing to their nets in  
 Luke ch. 5 (7) 
19 Of which Og's bed was made in Deuteronomy ch. 3 (4) 
23 Burnt remains eaten as food in Psalm 102 (5) 
24 King Xerxes imposed _______ (Esth 10.1) (7) 
25 Had the necessary courage (5) 
26 eg Christmas or Easter (7) 
 

Down  
1 Jesus' home town (8) 
2 Son of Ginath in 1 Kings ch. 16 (5) 
3 ..no galley with oars will ____ them (Isa 33.21) (4) 
4 Remain in hiding (3,3) 
5 Made a summoning gesture (8) 
6 Matrimony (7) 
7 Like the clouds in Psalm 18 (4) 
12 Showed great excitement (8) 
13 Like the mansions in Psalm 49 (8) 
15 John the Baptist's belt was made of this (7) 
17 As heat and drought ______ awat the mented snow (Job 24.19) (6) 
20 Circular, like the loaf of barley bread in Judges ch. 7 (5) 
21 A disembodied one wrote on the wall in Daniel ch. 5 (4) 
22 Cultivate the soil (4)      
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You may already have 

spotted this poster which 

has been in the church 

porch at St Michael’s for 

some time now. We are 

very grateful to those who 

have volunteered to clean 

up the churchyard which 

is now looking much 

tidier and cleaner as a 

result of their efforts. One 

of the volunteers, Peter 

Brewer, had a wet job 

recently pressure washing 

the paths &, assisted by 

his wife Cheryl, cleaned 

up the Trengrouse 

monument (opposite the 

main door) which is now 

gleaming white and probably cleaner than it has been since it was 

erected. 

Many thanks to Peter & 

Cheryl, to all the others who 

have been involved, and of 

course to Dave Potter who 

has encouraged volunteers to 

take part 

If you want to get involved 

see details oppositeIIf 
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Magazine Subscriptions 
 

Some people have already given me a subscription for the magazine 

for the next twelve months. If you are able & willing to pay towards 

the printing costs please put your payment in the collecting box which 

will be clearly marked & put at the back of the church after 9.30 

Sunday service at St Michael’s for the next few weeks. Alternatively 

pay me personally when you see me. 

The suggested annual subscription is £5.00, the same as last year 
 

For folk at Wendron- please give your money to Bevan Osborne. 
 

We do endeavour to keep the cost as low as possible and do not expect 

those who are sick, housebound or visiting from other parishes to pay. 

Thanks to the income which we get from those who advertise with us, 

it is possible for the magazine to be produced at no cost to the church. 

However, printing costs are considerable so please pay if you can, but 

don’t be put off taking a copy anyway! 
 

If you know of anyone who may wish to place an advertisement in the 

Messenger please let me know. 

 
A special thank you to our existing Advertisers who help with our 

expenses. Hopefully Church members will use the services provided by 

them as much as possible 
 

 

ABOVE ALL- PLEASE DISTRIBUTE THE MAGAZINE AS 

WIDELY AS POSSIBLE.  

SIDESPEOPLE/CHURCH WARDENS PLEASE GIVE  ONE 

TO VISITORS EACH SUNDAY  & THOSE WHO VISIT THE 

SICK PLEASE TAKE ONE WITH YOU!!!! 

 

 

 

Simon Roach Magazine Editor, Whealhaven, Clodgey Lane Helston 

 Tel.no 01326 561067/07870702034. email: simonroach@talktalk.net  
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In Aid of Wendron 

Church Roof 

Fund 
 

Following the highly successful Barn Dance 

evening last January, another Barn Dance 

has been arranged for Saturday 19th January 

To be hto be held at Wendron School 

at 7pm 

Tickets £8 to include a Pasty & refreshments 

Tickets available from 

Gillians Larder, Meneage Street  

& Bowdens shop 

Ray Spencer tel no 01326 561389 

or Simon Roach 01326 561067 

Please book early so that Pasties can be 

ordered 

Our friend Keith Stevens who called for us 

last year has kindly offered his voluntary 

services again this year 

All Welcome to this fun evening 
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If you are able to offer help 

as detailed overleaf, please 

pull out these centre pages 

and return the completed form 

to one of the addresses given 
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ST MICHAEL’S CHURCH NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT 

 

It costs £60 000 a year to keep St Michael’s Church open and active to serve the town and people 

of Helston. We are here for baptisms, marriages, funerals, town events, concerts, festivals – and 

whenever you need us. 

 

We have succeeded in obtaining donations and grants for major work on the church buildings, which 

are used by many local organisations. But we also need to meet the everyday costs of maintenance 

and the work and support provided by the parish clergy. 

 

There are no contributions from government or central church funds – we have to find it all ourselves. 

Last year we fell short by £11 000.       So we are appealing to all those who love and value St 

Michael’s Church to help. 

 

We need Helston people to make regular donations of just £5 or £10 per month (or whatever you 

would like to give) to keep St Michael’s Church working for Helston.  One-off donations will also be 

appreciated. 

 

IF YOU CAN HELP US 

 

Please complete the Bank Standing Order Mandate (and the Gift Aid Declaration if appropriate) and 

send to either: 

 

St Michael’s Rectory, Church Lane, Helston TR13 8PF 

 

St Michael’s Planned Giving, 21 Osborne Parc, Helston TR13 8PA 

 

We will register it and forward it to your bank. 

 

Please include your name and address and contact phone number or e-mail address.  These 

will be used to claim any Gift Aid from HMRC or to contact you with any queries.  They will 

not be used for any other purpose. 

 

 

18 



 

 

 

From:  Title ……… First Name ……………………. Surname ………………………. 

 

Home Address ……………………………………………………………………………. 

 

………………………… Post Code …………….. Phone No ………………………….. 

 

E-mail (optional) ……………………………………………………………………………  

 

Bank Standing Order Mandate 
 

To………………………………………………………………………………  Bank plc 

 

Bank Address…………………………………………………………………………… 

 

………………………………………………………Post Code ……………………….. 

 

Please pay to the account of St Michael’s Church Parochial Church Council 

 

at Lloyds Bank plc,     Account No. 30044668,     Sort Code 30-90-89 

 

Ref: St Michael’s Appeal            The sum of £………………. (amount in figures) 

 

(amount in words)………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Monthly starting on the ……day of ………………………… (month)  20…. (year) 

and continue these payments until further notice. 

 

Signature ……………………………………………… Date………………………… 

 

Account name ………………………………………………………………………… 

 

Account no. …………………………………………… 

 

Sort code ……………………………………………… 

 

 

Gift Aid Declaration 
If you are a taxpayer, St Michael’s is able to claim a further 25p for every £1 donated from HM Revenue and 

Customs, if you complete this Gift Aid form. 

 

I wish Gift Aid to be claimed on all my donations from this date forwards.  I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if, 

in any tax year, I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on my donations 

it is my responsibility to pay any difference. 

 

Signature………………………………………………….Date……………………………               
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The Messenger Ten Years Ago 

In December 2008, Enid Steele sent the following into the Messenger. I 

think it is worth re-printing, especially as we are all chasing around 

making preparations for Christmas 

A PHILOSOPHY TO REMEMBER  

A professor stood before his philosophy class and had some items in 

front of him. When the class began, he picked up the very large and 

empty jar and filled it with golf balls. He then asked the students if the jar 

was full. They agreed that it was. He then picked up a box of pebbles and 

poured them into the jar, shaking it slightly. The pebbles rolled into the 

open areas between the golf balls. He asked the students again if the jar 

was now full & they agreed it was. Next, he  picked up a box of sand and 

poured it into the jar. Of course the sand filled up everything else & again, 

all agreed that the jar was full. The professor then produced two pints of 

beer from under the table and poured the entire contents into the jar, 

effectively filling the empty space between the grains of sand. 

 “Now” said the professor  “I want you to recognize that this jar represents 

your life. The golf balls are the important things: your family, your 

children, your health, your friends and your favourite passions. If 

everything else was lost and only they remained; your life would still be 

full. The pebbles are the other things that matter like your job, your house 

and your car. The sand is everything else: the small stuff. If you put the 

sand into the jar first, there is no room for the pebbles or the golf balls. 

The same goes for life. If you spend all your time and energy on the small 

stuff you will never have room for the things that are important to you. Pay 

attention to the things that are critical to your happiness. Play with your 

children. Take time to get medical check-ups. Take your spouse to 

dinner. Play another 18 holes. There will always be time to clean the 

house and fix the shower. Take care of the golf balls first- the things that 

really matter. Set your priorities. The rest is just sand.” 

One of the students raised her hand and asked what the beer 

represented. The professor smiled. “I’m glad you asked. It just goes to 

show that no matter how full your life may seem, there’s always room for 

a pint with a friend” 
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St Michael’s Rota It would be a great help if anyone unable to attend on a 

Sunday would attempt to find a replacement for their duty.  

December 2nd – Advent Sunday  December 9th – 2nd of Advent 

Lay Asst,      J Boase                M G-Kane 

Epistle      M Thorn                                      H Thorn   

Prayers      M Thorn               D Barlow 

Sidespeople    J Lawrence/A Hearne                 S Chambers 

Offertory      Junior Church              F Blight/N Boase 

Server      N Boase                                      M Boxer 

Crucifer      M Boxer                                      Louise                       

Coffee                     

Cleaning                                  John 
 

The rota for the rest of December & January had only partially been prepared 

when the magazine went to print & what was available is shown below. For more 

details see the church notice board. 

 
More volunteers needed to make Coffee after the Sunday 9.30 service please 

 

 

Christian Concert 

at 

The Old Cattle Market, Helston 

Saturday 8th December 7pm 

The Pentyr Singers & Stithians Ladies Choir 

Tickets at the door 
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Holy Land Pilgrimage (Continued) from Francis M Searle 

 

We reach the house of Caiaphas, a rich man & high priest. When Jesus was 

arrested in the Garden of Gethsemene in the middle of the night he was brought 

here. Soldiers from the barracks at the Tower of Antonia assisted in his arrest. 

The house has been restored in several levels & painted cream. Among the 

many interior rooms there is the dungeon, a deep dark circular room with large 

aperture above, down which prisoners were lowered, where Jesus stayed until 

around 7am. in darkness, cold dark stone. Outside in the courtyard a bronze 

figure of Peter before a fire, denying he knew Jesus, also nearby a cock 

crowing & a centurion soldier. A thunderstorm broke over the disturbing scene 

as we returned to our hotel where a large group of pilgrims from Minnesota USA 

had arrived. Before dinner we said the doxology together. A meal of river 

cobbler fish, roasted root vegetables, squash, couscous & unidentifiable dessert 

followed. After talking to many of our charismatic American friends, we retired 

for the night as a 6am start in the morning was needed. 

(to be continued) 

 

 

Greek Holiday Property Rental 

Anchor House is situated on the Greek Island of Poros overlooking the busy 

town harbour. The island is just off the north coast of the Peloponesse with easy 

access from Athens airport via the port of Piraeus. 

The accommodation sleeps four in two double bedrooms on separate floors with 

a double sofa bed in the living room. There is a family bathroom and the second 

bedroom has an ensuite shower room. Further information can be found on 

www.ownersdirect.co.uk (property reference GR504) 

10% of any rentals received as a result of this advertisement will be donated to 

The Kimbilio Children’s Charity 
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Wandering Thoughts  from Tony Pudner 

A few things have come together to prompt these wandering thoughts since the 

editor with his steely look suggested I penned something for this edition. It must 

have started with a throw away line by a priest early last year when he was 

commenting on the events of last Christmas – “I wish that folk paid as much 

attention to the life & teaching of Jesus as they do about the stories of his birth”. 

Then both Mike Thomas & David Miller landed me with books which both home 

in on the Christmas story.  

Mike’s book gives me a blunt reminder that only two of the four gospels tell a 

story of Jesus’ birth & don’t seem to agree over much & reminds me that the 

rest of the New Testament scarcely refers to the Christmas story – St Paul tells 

us that God sent his son “born of a woman” &if that was all you had to go on the 

design of Christmas cards would be limited! 

David’s book homes in on the choosing of the 25th December to celebrate the 

birth of Jesus. The author is making the point that as the Christian faith spread 

in the early centuries it had to counter the many other pagan beliefs & practices 

that abounded, so in the western world they seized on the winter solstice & 

reprocessed it with Christmas & the story of new birth. How appropriate for a 

time when we’re looking forward to Spring, greater warmth & longer hours of 

light. 

In my Naval life I’ve spent two Christmases way down in the southern 

hemisphere – once in Montevideo where steak was on the menu rather than 

turkey – & once in Sydney – one inlet away from where the recent Invictus 

games were launched. In neither place would it have been appropriate to sing 

“See amid the winter snow”. 

So where do I go for Christmas? Well, there’s Charles Wesley, “See the eternal 

Son of God a mortal son of man, dwelling in an earthly clod, whom heaven 

cannot contain”.  

Or try John Betjeman’s poem “Christmas” - it ends, “No love that in a family 

dwells, no carolling in frosty air, nor all the steeple-shaking bells can with this 

single truth compare – that God was man in Palestine & lives today in bread & 

wine.”  

Christmas calls me to wonder at the costly way God deals with this prodigal 

son.                                                                                                                       24 



Christmas by John Betjeman 
 
 
The bells of waiting Advent ring, 
The Tortoise stove is lit again 
And lamp-oil light across the night 
Has caught the streaks of winter rain 
In many a stained-glass window 
sheen 
From Crimson Lake to Hookers 
Green. 
 
The holly in the windy hedge 
And round the Manor House the yew 
Will soon be stripped to deck the 
ledge, 
The altar, font and arch and pew, 
So that the villagers can say 
'The church looks nice' on Christmas 
Day. 
 
Provincial Public Houses blaze, 
Corporation tramcars clang, 
On lighted tenements I gaze, 
Where paper decorations hang, 
And bunting in the red Town Hall 
Says 'Merry Christmas to you all'. 
 
And London shops on Christmas Eve 
Are strung with silver bells and 
flowers 
As hurrying clerks the City leave 
To pigeon-haunted classic towers, 
And marbled clouds go scudding by 
The many-steepled London sky. 
 

 
 
                                                                       
And girls in slacks remember Dad, 
And oafish louts remember Mum, 
And sleepless children's hearts are 
glad. 
And Christmas-morning bells say 
'Come!' 
Even to shining ones who dwell 
Safe in the Dorchester Hotel. 
 
And is it true, 
This most tremendous tale of all, 
Seen in a stained-glass window's 
hue, 
A Baby in an ox's stall ? 
The Maker of the stars and sea 
Become a Child on earth for me ? 
 
And is it true ? For if it is, 
No loving fingers tying strings 
Around those tissued fripperies, 
The sweet and silly Christmas things, 
Bath salts and inexpensive scent 
And hideous tie so kindly meant, 
 
No love that in a family dwells, 
No carolling in frosty air, 
Nor all the steeple-shaking bells 
Can with this single Truth compare - 
That God was man in Palestine 
And lives today in Bread and Wine.  
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25 years as Lay Reader 
 

 Congratulations to Betty Booker who has recently 

completed 25 years as a Lay Reader at St Michael’s 

Church. The event was marked by her being 

presented with a certificate by the Readers Council 

and the Rector and congregation at St Michael’s 

congratulated her at church in October. 

Betty who is loved and respected by us all, has of 

course worked for the church for much longer than 

25 years. She is remembered with affection by many 

people, now well into their 40’s, as the person who 

cemented their Christian principles when she was 

their Sunday School teacher many years ago. 

Similarly, many are grateful to her for the comfort that she has given to 

those who are sick & dying. 

Thank you, Betty, for all you have done, and continue to do, for our 

church & community.  We know that much of what you do is unseen & 

performed quietly behind the scenes but there are many who are 

grateful & who regard you as a wonderful Christian lady 
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Christmas Thoughts 

  When all the world was hushed & still 

The shepherds gazed far on a hill 

Goodwill to men & Peace on earth 

The angels told of Jesus’ birth 

A crystal star shone from above 

A distant lullaby sung with love 

The wise men & the shepherds poor 

Followed the star to the stable door. 

And when they reached the manger bare 

Glory to God was their fervent prayer 

Sank to their knees in the sweet smelling hay 

For the Christ Child born on Christmas Day. 

So hark to the story of Christmas 

It’s wonderful message impart 

That God’s love & His joy & His goodness 

Will linger & grow in your heart. 

                                        Joyce Woods 

(This poem was written by Bob Wood’s late mother who lived in Paignton. 

It was published in the book “Christian Poets from the West Country”) 

                   ************* 

The Helston & District RNLI Committee would like to 

thank all who supported the Coffee Morning held on 5th 

November. It was a very successful event & a lovely social occasion too. 

Donations and raffle takings amounted to £348 and around £350 was 

taken on the sale of Christmas cards and gifts. Thank you to you all. 
 

                                          *************** 

Crossword (Page 11) answers  
Across- 1 Natural 5 Bowed 8 Zebedee 9 Cider 10 Rain 11 Solomon 14 Talent 16 
Weaker 18 Washing 19 Iron 23 Ashes 24 Tribute 25 Dared 26 Holiday 
Down- 1 Nazareth 2 Tibni 3 Ride 4 Lie low 5 Beckoned 6 Wedlock 7 Dark  
12 Enthused 13 Princely 15 Leather 17 Snatch 20 Round 21 Hand 22 Till 
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Wendron Bits & Pieces 
 

I write these notes just a few days before 

Remembrance Sunday & think back to 

when we decided to submit our 

application to the Heritage Lottery Fund in 

October 2016. Little did we realise how 

hectic October 2018 would be. During the 

last 2 years we have been busy 

fundraising & let us all give ourselves a 

pat on the back for what we have 

achieved. Just recently we submitted our fundraising results to Wendron Parish 

Council. We were promised a donation up to a maximum of £5000. We certainly 

impressed them with our efforts & received the full amount. Our grateful thanks 

to them for their generosity. 

We have not quite met our target of £50,000 but we have one or two more fund 

raising events. Many of you will be pleased to know that we have another Barn 

Dance taking place on January 19th. ( See page 15 for details). We are still 

awaiting a grant (hopefully) from another one of out grant funders which could 

swell the fund raising almost to our target 

We were delighted to hear in mid September this year that the Heritage Lottery 

fund had given us permission to start on Monday 8th October. This was the start 

of the “new look” Wendron Church (see photo above). The main contractors 

(KPK) from Barncoose near Redruth were on site for 2 or 3 days in the week 

before delivering their site hut, spring cleaning the porch house to use as an 

office /restaurant complete with kettle. Also taking delivery of a port-a-loo. With 

all the essentials on site they were ready for the off. 

At last 2 lorries laden with the scaffolding arrived. How good to see another 

local (Redruth) firm employed. The first day they caused havoc with the traffic & 

as there were another six loads to come, traffic lights were in place for the next 

two days. The group erecting the scaffolding worked all day regardless of the 

weather.(rain & strong winds) The next part of the job was to clad everything in 

white plastic sheeting covering the entire roof, sealing & heat shrnking it with a 

blow torch, to make it weather proof. This enabled the removal of the slates. 



Inside, one of the carpenters set about partitioning off the south aisle to remove 

the pews & set about replacing the wood floor. Having taken out the first pew it 

was soon evident that all was not well as the end support adjacent to the wall 

was full of dry rot.  Five pews required new supports. When the scaffold team 

finished their work, the roofing team of two moved in & in 2 ½ days had stripped 

the old slates off the north and south facing slopes of the main roof as well as 

the area above the Lady Chapel & entrance porch. Fortunately most of the 

timbers were in good condition & do not need replacing. 

Meanwhile our own team were busy packing into boxes, plastic sacks , bubble 

wrap etc some 60+ packages of hymn books, wall hangings, statues, altar 

frontals, kneelers etc that we considered would be obstructions to the work 

force & which would otherwise be covered in dust. An inventory had to be made 

of everything going into storage for insurance purposes. Thanks to all who 

came to help with packing & moving the many items to the storage area. The 

church looks very bare. Even the organ is shrouded in plastic, part of which is 

opened & rolled back to allow access for playing at services. Sunday morning 

services are continuing. The site foreman tells me in advance which part of the 

church is usable. Last Sunday we held Communion in the Lady Chapel. 

Many of our services leading up to Christmas will not take place this year. 

Details appear elsewhere in this magazine. We are hoping to hold the 

Christingle Service in the school. At the moment details of the Christmas eve 

Crib service have not been finalised. We will not be having the Midnight service 

or a Carol service & the School service will most likely be held at school. We 

apologise for any inconvenience caused but hopefully it is only for this year. The 

flower rota has been forgotten until we resume normality & a rota for other 

duties is at the back of the church. 

Harvest Thanksgiving this year was slightly different due to limited space. We 

had a number of donated items as a token of harvest with a retiring collection of 

£50+ which went to the women’s refuge. 

May I thank you for your help & support this year & wish you every blessing for 

Christmas & 2019. By the time the next magazine is printed the building work 

will be well on the way to completion. 

 With best wishes – Bevan 
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This Month’s Advent & Christmas Hymn Quiz 

 

Listed below are the first lines of Hymns that might be sung at this time 

of year. However, you are only given the vowels and have to fill in the 

consonants for yourselves. Please submit your answers to the editor. 

The first correct answer will win a bottle of wine. The winner will be 

announced at the Wendron Barn Dance on 19th January so make sure 

you attend to see if you are the lucky winner. 

  

 1.       _ O _ E    _ _ O U    _ O _ _     E _ _ E _ _ E _     _ E _ U _ 

2.       I _       _ _ E     _ _ E A _       _ I _     _ I _ _ E _ 

3        _ A _ _    _     _ _ _ I _ _ I _ _    _ O I _ _      I _      _ O U _ _ I _ _ 

4.      A    _ _ E A _     A _ _      _ I _ _ _ _        _ O _ _ E _ 

5.      I _     _ _ E       _ I _ _ _     _ _ E      _ O U _ _      O _     _ _ _ I _ _ 

6.      _ _ I _ E     _ _ E _ _ E _ _ _      _ A _ _ _ E _         _ _ E I _                      

          _ _ O _ _ _     _ _      _ I _ _ _ 

7.       O      _ O _ E        O      _ O _ E      E _ _ A _ U E _ 

8.      _ E _ U _       _ _ _ I _ _      _ _ E      _ O _ _     I _     _ O _ _ 

9.       O     _ _ I _ _      O _       _ _ O _ I _ E       _ O _ E 

10.      O _       _ O _ _ A _ _       _ A _ _       _ _ E      _ A _ _ I _ _ _ 

            _ _ _ 

11.       A _ _ E _ _      _ A _ _ _ E _      _ E _ _      _ _ E I _      _ _ O _ _ 

12.      O     _ I _ _ _ E      _ O _ _      O _      _ E _ _ _ E _ E _ 

13.       O _ _ E       I _      _ O _ A _      _ A _ I _ _       _ I _ _  

14.      _ _ A _ _ E _       I _     A      _ A _ _ E _        _ E A _ _ _ 

15.      _ _ E        _ I _ _ _        _ O _ E _ _ 

16.      _ O_ E       _ O _       O     _ _ I _ _ E       O _       _ E A _ E 

17.      O     _ O _ E       A _ _      _ E       _ A I _ _ _ U _ 

18.      _ _ I _ _ _ E _ _       A _ _      _ E _ _      A _E    _ _ E     _ O _ _ 

           O _      _ _ E        _ O _ _ I _ _ 

19.       A _ A _      I _       A      _ A _ _ E _ 

20.       _ O _ E        _ I _ _ _     O _       _ _ E       _ O _ _ _ 

            _ I _ _ _       U _       O U _       _ I _ E _      O     _ O _ _ 
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Calling all Gardeners 

We have reached the time when autumn is passed & we are 

into winter. Ensure that you don’t leave any area that can 

harbour slugs & snails. Clear all dead leaves & expired plants. 

If conditions allow you to work the soil, it would be helpful to hoe as in 

my experience the soil is still slightly dry below the surface so do what 

you can to allow the winter rain to remedy the dry soil. Compost or 

manure can be laid on the lumpy soil surface & the rain & frost will 

help to improve the soil. Later  in January, fertilizer like fish blood & 

bone together with chicken manure pellets & calcified seaweed etc can 

be applied & hoed in. Sometimes we leave plants like dahlias flowering 

into December so these plants should  be moved before we have a heavy 

frost. Dig out the dahlia tubers, cut the stalks to 4 ins, remove soil & 

store in a dry, frost free area for replanting in May. Make sure any 

tender plants are protected with agricultural fleece. All fruited canes 

should be cut down & new ones tied in. Blackcurrant bushes can be cut 

by 1/3rd This will  keep you busy as will searching your seed catalogues 

for 2019 planting. Enjoy your gardening.   Ron Allen                                                       

************ 

Own recipes” (from  hand written recipes, mostly collected from local                           

     ladies from around the West Country) 
 

Cheese Croquettes 

2ozs semolina                         1 beaten egg 

4ozs grated cheese                 pepper, salt & mustard (or nutmeg) 

½ pint milk                             dried breadcrumbs 
 

Bring milk to boil & sprinkle in the semolina whilst stirring & continue 

until mixture is very thick, adding seasoning. Stir in cheese and pour 

mixture on to a buttered round dinner plate, making an even shape. 

When cold, cut into triangles. Dip each into egg & coat with 

breadcrumbs. Fry altogether in frying pan 
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Diary Dates 

 

Saturday November 24th  from 10am -12noon.St Michael’s Christmas 

Fair at the Andrew Hall, Buy your Christmas Presents. All Welcome 

                                                                                             (See page 9) 

Dec 4th- 8th Fishermen’s Mission Christmas Tree Festival at St Michaels 

                  with  a concert in church at 7.30pm on Friday 7th Dec 

Saturday 8th December – Pentyr Singers Concert at Old Cattle Market 

                                                                                              (See Page22) 

Saturday December 8th – Parish Party – details to be announced 

Sunday 9th December –10.30 am Christingle Service at Wendron School 

Tuesday 11th December Parc Eglos School Christmas Service in church     

                                                                      time to be arranged. 

Saturday 15th December 11am Puffins Nursery Christmas Service 

Monday 17th December Wendron School Carol Service at school 

Tuesday 18th December 6.30 pm St Michael’s School Key Stage 2 Carol              

                                                                                                      Service 

Monday 19th December 7 pm  Helston College Carol Service 

Monday 24th Christmas Eve- 5.30pm Christingle Service at St Michael’s 

                     11.30pm Midnight Christmas Mass 

Christmas Day 10 am Family Service with Communion at  

                                                                                         St Michael’s 

Saturday 19th January 2019 - Barn Dance at Wendron School in aid of 

Wendron Church Renovations. All Welcome to a Fun Evening (SeeP.15) 

 

See the church website - www.stmichaelschurchhelston.org.uk 

for the up-to-date church calendar & for details of other church 

events for the Helston & Wendron Parishes. 
 

Last Word from the Editor. Please submit any items for 

the Feb/March Messenger to me simonroach@talktalk.net  

by Sunday 13th January or give to me in church.  

 Simon Roach Whealhaven Clodgey Lane Helston TR13 8PJ 

                             Tel 01326 561067 or 07870702034 
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PCC Members St Michael’s Helston 
 

Canon David Miller-Chairperson 

Rev Dorothy Noakes (P/b)                    

Mrs Betty Booker Lay-Reader (B&P/b)        

Mr John Boase- Churchwarden (B)  

Mr Peter Jewell  Churchwarden 

Mrs Nicola Boase-Treasurer                                                              

Mrs Amanda Pyers-Secretary     

Mr Michael Thorn(B & Deanery Synod)  

Mr Peter Jewell (B) 

Mr Richard Berry(B)                

Mrs Jean Williams  (I) 

Mrs Heather Thorn (I) 

Mrs Elizabeth Davis (I) 

Mrs Marjorie Searle(I) 

Mr Michael Thomas 

Mr Jake Holyer 

Ms Louise Douglas  (I)         Committees: B=Buildings, I=Internal Affairs, , P/b=Playbox
         

CMS Link- Mary Charnock, Susan Summers. 

Junior Church-Beccy Miller,  Sandy Windsor,  

Electoral Roll Officer- Sandra Chambers. 

Safeguarding officer – Bob Woods 

Magazine Editor - Simon Roach 
 

Helston Bell Ringers : Bob Woods (Captain), Philip Woods (Vice Captain), 

Roger Nott (Tower keeper) Margaret Pryor (Sec), Philip Booker, Nicola Boase,  

Jean Williams, Stanley Pryor, Simon Roach, Amanda Boxer, Kate & Nigel 

Bolland, Mandy Basher.  
 

Ringing Practice night is on Tuesday’s at 7.30 pm at St Michael’s except on the 

first Tuesday in the month when it is at Wendron. New ringers and visitors are 

welcome 

Helston & Wendron Mothers Union Branch Leader/Enrolling 

Member.-Mrs Kathleen Oliver, 10 Castel Wary Close, Helston 

TR138SF 01326 573256  

 New Members are always welcome!! Please contact Kath if you 

wish to join 

34 



St Wendrona’s PCC Wendron 
 

Canon David Miller-Chairperson 

Mr Bevan Osborne – Churchwarden/Treasurer/Deanery & Diocesan Synod  

Mrs Anne Veneear - Churchwarden 

Mrs Henrietta Sandford – Secretary        

Mr Philip Haywood,   

Mr Bob Ayres  

Mrs Jennifer Haywood 

Mrs Carol Bryans 

Mrs Sue Spencer Electoral Roll Officer (not on the PCC)                     
 

Wendron Bell Ringers – Ray Spencer, Max Barnett 
 The St Michael’s Ringers usually try to ring for morning service at Wendron on 

the first Sunday of the month though the Sunday may change occasionally to fit 

in with special occasions e.g. Harvest Festival etc 

Sidespeople M Cowley, P Haywood, C Loveday, B Osborne.R Osborne,  

J Parker                                
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